
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  
 I look at my calendar and see that June has 
filled up and I will be away for much of it. I am taking 3 
vacation days in the first week to play. Several days of 
the 2nd week take me to Denver, Colorado where I will 
participate in a Mobility Conference for Region 2 which 
includes California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Arizona 
and New Mexico. Don Silsbe calls it a “Job Fair.” It will 
give me an opportunity to meet Bishops from the Synods 
in that region. And then, there is Confirmation Camp 
from June 22nd to the 27th. Does that not sound 
balanced? There is a little play, a little proactive 
searching for a settled call and church stuff wrapped 
around it all too. The only problem is that there does not 
seem to be a lot of breathing room between these 
various activities that take me away from Southgate. 
 Life presents so many choices, so many 
opportunities as well as so many responsibilities. How 
difficult it is to prioritize and make the best choices, 
saying “no” to some things and “yes” to others. How 
difficult it is to know when to say, “I had better keep that 
day or that week open.”  

Usually we want to do it all and don’t want to 
miss a thing. Sometimes we feel we have to do it all. We 
also sometimes foolishly think we can do it all. But, 
when the rubber hits the road, it becomes clear that we 
have physical, emotional, and mental limits to what we 
can handle.  
 Some of the scheduling and time management 
is beyond our control because others set the dates. The 
joke is on us though, when we suddenly wonder how we 
will manage all the tasks related to those things with 
which we have filled our calendars. What else can we do 
but trust God to help us stay in step, better yet, one step 
ahead so that everything falls neatly into place and we 
can let go of things that we might still accomplish at a 
later time? 

Do you ever dream of the simple life? I do. Is 
there such a thing? I think there is. But, it seems harder 
and harder to achieve. It is difficult to maintain a healthy 
balance. But, God desires that for us. God wants us to 
experience shalom or a sense of wholeness and 
completeness. God blesses us with time to live fully and 
faithfully, working to care for all that God has given us. It 
begins with time spent in prayer - praising and thanking 
God, interceding for those in need, confessing, and 
finally listening for God’s direction. When we ask 
ourselves how God would want us to live today, it 
becomes easier to prioritize the tasks we have before us 
and it becomes easier to weed out the less important 
things that clutter our lives.  

I think of summer as a time when the pace 
changes and life ought to become a little simpler. The  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
long days seem to give us more energy and certainly 
more daylight to accomplish certain things as well as 
play too. Summer can help to restore some equilibrium 
in our lives.  But, ultimately, when even my summer 
schedule seems too full or busy, I look to God for help.  
Helpful words come from last Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew 
6:24-34 -- “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear…And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life?...But 
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.” (vs. 
25a, 27, and 33)  Balance is inevitably restored when we 
put God first and strive for God’s kingdom.  May you, 
with God’s help, find that balance.  May the summer 
months bring you relief from overly full calendars, as well 
as rest and renewal.   

Pastor Hormann 
 
Calling all Dads 
Have a great day with your kids at the home of the 
Detroit Lions – Ford Field.  This event is presented by 
Thrivent for Lutherans.  Act now (it is expected to sell out 
fast!)!  Fathers and kids rotate through the FunZone,  
playing interactive games with their kids, and learn 
parenting tips. 
       Saturday, June 7th, 2008 
       1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at 
                Ford Field  
Event cost - $15.00 per family (Includes father and up to 
4 children). Register by calling 800-956-8300 or online at 
www.allprodad.com/Thrivent <http://www.allprodad.com/ 
Thrivent> 
 
Annual Ladies Night Out Dinner for 
all Peace Women and Friends 
When:  Tuesday, June 17th at 6:00pm 
Where:  Ground Round Grill 
              22301 Allen Rd., Woodhaven 
              (across from Meijer) 
We will have a very nice private room.  This will be a 
lovely event.  The food is delicious, and you will have a 
large choice of menu items. This is a barrier free 
restaurant, and there is plenty of handicapped parking.   
Please pick up your reservation form at church starting 
April 29th.  Make your dinner selection and send in your 
check!   
Deadline for money and reservations is Wednesday, 
June 11th.  Checks may be made out to the Mary Martha 
Guild.  For additional questions, call Dorothy Pushman 
at 734-285-6716. 
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Other Notes From Pastor 
• Voters’ Assembly: After worship, June 8th 

including elections of officers and board 
members.  

• Father’s Day (June 15th): We will have an 
outdoor worship service followed by a lunch of 
grilled hot dogs, chips, pop and whatever 
anyone else chooses to bring. We are looking 
for someone who can bring a grill. Please call 
the office and leave a message. Bring some 
lawn chairs or picnic blankets. 

• Please pray for Madison Brandt, Britnie Ford, 
Shelby Morse, Conner Winton and Pastor 
Hormann while they are away at Confirmation 
Camp June 22-27. 

• Installation of Council and Board Members: We 
will install all officers and board members in 
worship June 29th. 

• I give thanks to God for the leadership and 
commitment that Don and Terri Silsbe have 
shared with the congregation of Peace. Their 
last day with us will be June 29th. We bid them a 
fond aloha and wish them God’s blessing as 
they relocate to North Carolina. We will miss 
them! Please stay after worship for cake, coffee 
and help give them a good send off. 

 
Notice to All Seniors at Peace 
Our group will be meeting on June 11th @ 12:00 noon.  
We will discuss ideas on events we would like to do as a 
group.  A healthy lunch will be served by Jerry Gnadt & 
Karen McNeil.  It is open to anyone who wants to attend 
and if you bring a friend or neighbor, that will be great! 
Plan on attending.  I know we will all have a great time in 
planning and attending the events that we will all enjoy. 
Don't miss this -- we need your ideas and participation. 
Any questions call Don Pushman 734-285-6716 
 

   Parlor Talks                   
Don Silsbe will be holding parlor talks on Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 through June 22nd.  These are informal 
gatherings for anyone who has a concern or question 
regarding church matters.  Please bring your concerns 
or questions, and join in the discussion! 

                  
Youth Car Wash 
Peace's Confirmation youth will be having a car wash on 
June 14th from 10am-2pm to raise funds for 
Confirmation camp. Our campers are Britnie Ford, 
Madison Brandt, Shelby Morse and Connor Winton. 
Please show your support and get your car shined up at 
the same time.  Freewill donations will be accepted. 

Board of Christian Outreach 
 
Crop Walk was held on Sunday. April 27, 2008 and we 
had approximately 11 walkers.  We do not have all of the 
pledge envelopes returned at this time so the final 
counts will appear in the July Newsletter.  We walked 
various paths but a wonderful time was had by all. The 
day was perfect for walking and enjoying spring in 
Michigan.  Consider joining Crop Walk next year as the 
more the merrier. 
 
5 Wishes was held on Sunday, May 4, 2008 and was 
very well attended.  We had 34 registered to attend the 
lunch and presentation and 33 attended. The sandwich 
lunch was great and the presentation was very 
informative and well received by those who came. Carol 
Crumpton of Arbor Hospice said we were a very good 
group because we asked very good questions. 
 
March to the Manger will be held on Sunday, July 27, 
2008 and will benefit the Guidance Center in Southgate. 
We will be collecting diapers, wipes and formula, so if 
you see some of these items on sale, it is never too early 
to be prepared for our march.  We will also be collecting 
school supplies and it may be a little early for sales on 
these items but you never know when you will come 
upon a great deal.  Please keep this project and the 
needs of the Guidance Center in your thoughts while 
shopping.  We will have more specifics about the 
wonderful work that the Guidance Center does in our 
weekly bulletins and also our July Newsletter. The 
Guidance Center through their Family Resource Center 
services families throughout the area with a resource 
library, parent/child play groups, parent interest groups 
and workshops for new mothers.  
 
 
Dear Friends… 
Dr. Margaret (Beth) Meyers was recognized as a "Star" 
by the staff at Mercy Primary Care Center.   A special 
award was presented to her at a fundraiser last evening 
(May 14th). 
You would have been proud to hear her beautiful soft-
spoken testimony as to why she does what she does -- 
in part to heal the body, but more importantly that the 
people who come there meet God, for that has eternal 
healing.  It was awesome!! 
While she hates the limelight, and probably will not be 
happy her secret is out, it seemed important for you all to 
know how far-reaching the effects of your membership 
are every day.    Her story is just one of many.  Blessed 
Hope is the recipient of many blessings from Peace 
people as well.  Thank God for all of you and the many 
ways you are God's hands and feet in the community! 
 
   Crystal Schippling 
 
(Dr. Meyers informed us that Blessed Hope was also 
recognized at this fundraiser for their ongoing support of 
Mercy Primary Care Center.) 



Join Peace Builds!  
Our Own Habitat for Humanity Team – 
Tuesday, July 29th 
 
Do something this summer that you will never forget  Do 
a hard day’s work  that will result in a home for a family 
that probably would never be able to get one on their 
own. I am organizing a team, and calling it Peace Builds! 
to help build a Habitat for Humanity Home on Tuesday, 
July 29th.  I need at least 20 people.  Friends of Peace 
are certainly welcomed too.  Here are the facts: 
 

• The house will be on Detroit’s near east side 
(Chalmers, Mack area) –it will be a 35 minute 
drive taking I94 past downtown. We will car pool. 

 
• Construction starts early, 6:30am on the job site. 

We will have to be on the road before 6:00 AM.  
It will be a long day! 

 
• By the time our team day arrives, the house will 

have been framed, and the plumbing and 
electricity done.  What will need doing at our 
week of the “build” will be tiling, painting, trim, 
yard work and clean up. There will be 
construction professionals on hand to teach 
what we have to know. 

 
• Thrivent has paid all of our volunteer expenses – 

we will get meals, and a cool Habitat T-shirt, and 
the fun of working together. 

 
• Even though I have committed us to only one 

day – we are welcomed to volunteer additional 
days that week if we want– our house is 
expected to be completed on August 2nd. 

 
• It is very likely that we will be working side by 

side with the family that will be moving into the 
home. 

 
• Everyone of all abilities and over the age of 16 is 

welcomed... 16 and 17 year olds must be 
accompanied by an adult responsible for them. 
16 and 17 year olds will not be allowed to 
operate power tools, or climb on ladders. 

 
• You must wear shoes, preferably hard toed.  

Safety glasses, hard hats will be provided, but if 
you have your own, use them.  The same with 
power tools, and paint brushes. More on that 
once we have our team.  

 
Because we will be a part of the Thrivent Builds 
program, the $50 registration fee is waived. For more 
information please call the Thrivent Financial Downriver 
Associates office at 734-284-1838, and speak to Dan 
Dickhudt. Dan (whose own team is doing the framing on 
July 2nd) will be at our church on June 22nd to set up a 
display and talk about Thrivent Builds. 

  June Birthdays 

6/1 Julie Rettke 
6/2 Geraldine Mazie, Sylvia Hall 
6/4 Frank Gyuszi, Lillienn Corby 
6/5 Zolton Biro, Gail Garner 
6/6 Alan Campbell 
6/7 Neil Rehbein 
6/8 James Snell 
6/9 Robert Moore, Jr. 
6/10 John Kish, Robert Anderson 
6/11 Joshua Lambert 
6/14 Diane Horvath, Robert Elsner 
6/16 Dan Mulligan, Daniel Kaminski, 
 Taylor Papineau 
6/17 David Meyers, David Horvath 
6/18 Nancy Yakowich 
6/21 Colin Harvey, Jr. 
6/22 Delcy Plutko 
6/23 Brian Wright 
6/25 Jan Scherbarth, David Simonson 
6/26 Gladys Fritz, Gary Tonks 
6/27 Don Pushman, Joan Schultz, 
 Antonia Wayt, Kari Fields 
6/30 Marilyn Jacob, Megan Reeves 
 
 

Cake Anyone?? 
 
Please join us for a piece of cake following the morning 
service on June 1st.  The June Birthday Cake was 
donated by Diane Rowledge in memory of loved ones 
and in celebration of her loving family. 
 

Congratulations, Graduates! 
 

• Bob & Shirley Anderson are proud to announce 
the graduation of Robert Jonathon Anderson 
from Southgate Anderson High School on May 
30th. Robert is a National Honor Society 
member.  He also was in the High School  
Marching Band the last four years, which by the 
way went to the State finals all four years.  He 
plans on attending Henry Ford Community 
College in the summer and fall and plans on 
going into Radiology. 

• Madison Brandt, daughter of Michael Brandt and 
Dana Smith, will graduate from Wilson Jr. High 
School in Wyandotte, where she was active in 
band for the past 2 years.  She plans on 
attending Roosevelt High School in the Fall. 

 
We will recognize all our graduates on  

Sunday, June 8th. 
 



ELCA Synod Meeting Summary 
 
Thanks for allowing me to represent our church at the 
Synod Meeting May 10th. It was held at First English 
Lutheran Church in Grosse Pointe Woods and it was a 
glorious experience.  I came back knowing much more 
about our Southeast Michigan ELCA Church and its 
wide scope of missions. 
 
I thought our bishop did a wonderful job running this 
meeting. The business included reports of many of the 
synods missions, elections of those who will serve on 
various committees, and who will represent us at the 
ELCA synod’s “ALL Church” meeting this summer. 
There was a constitutional change that eliminated a lot 
of committees that are no longer active, or relevant. 
 
Things I never knew before: 
 
Our Lutheran Social Services of Michigan is the agency 
that provides more foster parents than any other agency 
in the state, and it also handles more adoptions than any 
other agency in the state, as well as more refugee 
services. 
 
The ELCA mission called “Living Waters”, which 
supports our two youth and family camps, Stony Creek 
and Michi-Lu-Ca reported that a recent survey of full 
time clergy revealed that 87% of them experienced a 
pivotal moment in their faith journey when they attended 
Lutheran camp. We at Peace should be committed to 
sending more of our youth to ELCA camps! 
 
Since our synod moved from their Fisher Building office 
to their current home known as “Synod House” at 8115 
E. Jefferson, in Detroit, they have saved over $50,000 in 
annual expenses. 
 
And – possibly good news for our call committee - This 
year, Southeast Michigan Synod, for the first time in 
many years, has had a great increase in the number of 
clergy outside our synod area indicating that they are 
desirous of a call in this synod.   
  
Bishop John Schreiber had his 47th birthday that day, 
and is in his 21st year of ordained ministry. And in his 
report, he cites as critical issues facing the church: 
 

 Numerical decline of ELCA members, even in 
light of many assets and resources and people 
to work with  

 lack of diversity, with only 3% of ELCA who 
are persons of color,  

 new models needed for leadership in domestic 
missions,   

 an aging denomination with the average age 
of an ELCA Lutheran in the late 50s, 

 the need of deepening the spiritual soil, 
 the growing reality of poverty in this country 

and in the world.   

 He strives for continued healthy conversations 
of issues of diversity, striving to define what it 
truly means to be a “whoever” church. 

 
All that attended received copies of “Opening the Book 
of Faith”, a model for a congregation wide as well as 
small group bible study 
 
We had a “Gathering Service” resplendent with organ, 
brass and percussion, Gospel choir.  The service used 
the new Hymnbook, called the “Cranberry” Book or the 
ELW, using for this service traditional songs that I hadn’t 
heard in years, along with a hauntingly beautiful 
contemporary melody, accompanying with Latin words to 
welcome the Gospel reading. 
 
All in all, I came away from this meeting thankful that our 
ELCA Southeast Michigan Synod has the people, the 
expertise, and the spiritual gifts that we should be 
embracing to enrich and grow our mission here at 
Peace. 
 

Dorothy Pushman 
 
 

  Special Anniversaries 
 
6/11            Hans & Monika Fuchs 25 years 
6/16            Ron & Diane Setser 35 years 
 
 

 

Roof Update                    
We still owe $5,981.88 on the loan we secured to finish 
the new roof.  Please consider making a donation to help 
retire this debt.  Thank you to all who have contributed to 
or given memorials for this project. 
 
 
 

 I’d Rather Be Reading Group 
 
Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven by Fannie Flagg will be our 
selection for July.  The discussion of the book will be on 
Tuesday, July 22nd at 7:00pm.  Refreshments will be 
served.  Come join us for an evening of fun and 
fellowship. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 
June Birthday 
Celebration 
 
9:00:  Parlor Talk w/ 
Don Silsbe 
9:00: Sunday School 
10:30:  COMMUNION 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
Pastor 
Hormann 
away until 6/4 
worship 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 

 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 
 
 
7:30: Worship 

 Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 
6:30: Finance 
Mtg. 
 

  
1-4pm: 
All Pro Dad 
Event at Ford 
Field 

                          8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 
Recognition of 
Graduates 
9:00:  Parlor Talk w/ 
Don Silsbe 
9:00: Sunday School 
10:30:  COMMUNION 
VOTERS’ 
ASSEMBLY (after 
service) 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
Pr. Hormann 
away thru 6/12 
 
7:00pm: 
Elder Meeting 
7:00pm: 
Interim Task 
Force  

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30: Worship 

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 

  
10am – 2pm: 
Youth Car Wash 

 

                        15  16 17 18 19 20 21
 
Father’s Day -- 
Outdoor Service w/ 
Hot Dogs to follow 
 
9:00:  Parlor Talk w/ 
Don Silsbe 
10:30: COMMUNION 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
5-6pm: 
Annual 
Ladies Night 
Out – Ground 
Round Grill 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 
 
 
7:30: Worship 

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                        22                23                 24 25 26 27 28
 
“Peace Builds” 
Presentation w/ Dan 
Dickhudt 
 
9:00:  Parlor Talk w/ 
Don Silsbe 
10:30: COMMUNION 
Pr. & Youth at 
Confirmation Camp 
6/22-6/27 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 

 

Office Hours: 
 10am-12pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30: Worship 

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 

 
 

 
 

29 30                                                   
 
Installation of 
Officers & Board 
Members 
 
10:30: COMMUNION 
 
Aloha to Silsbes 

 
 
7:00: Interim 
Task Force 
Meeting 

 

  Pr. 
Hormann’s 
Office Hours 
are Mondays 
-Thursdays, 
10-12 and 
by appt 

 Kris can be 
reached at   
734-671-8726 
(home) or 734-
775-7886 (cell). 
Kris is in the 
office 
Wednesdays 
from 4-6pm 

Pr. Hormann:  pastorhormann@peacesouthgate.org                            Peace Website:  www.peacesouthgate.



 

 
Those Who Serve… 

 
 
 
Date Worship 

Leader 
Elder Acolytes Greeters Ushers Sound 

Tech 
Trustee Altar 

Guild 
Reader(s) Organist

 
6/1 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
 

 
Jan 
LeBeau 
 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Kaye 
Davies 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 

 
 
John 
Cade 

 
 
Dale 
LeBeau 

 
 
Mary 
Ziesmer 

 
 
Diane 
Wright 

 
 
Jennifer 
Rosati 

 
6/4 

 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 

 
Nancy 
Yakowich 

        

 
6/8 
 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
Assisting & 
Preaching: 
Albert 
LeBlanc, Jr. 

 
Terri 
Silsbe 
 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Bill 
Racklyeft 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 

 
 
Jerry 
Gnadt 
 
 

 
 
Peter 
Montie 

 
 
Lise Corby 

 
 
Jennifer 
Stroehmann 

 
 
Mary 
Tollefson 

 
6/11 

 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 

 
Nancy 
Yakowich 

 
 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
6/15 
Father’s 
Day 
 
 
 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
Assisting: 
Albert 
LeBlanc, Jr. 

 
Barb 
Pushman 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Al & Karen 
McNeil 

  
Tonya 
Cade 

 
Robert 
Bernard 

 
Nancy 
Harvey 

 
Bill Racklyeft 

 
Jennifer 
Rosati 

 
6/18 

 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 

 
Terri 
Silsbe 

        

 
6/22 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
 
 

 
Rob 
Montie 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Mike & Bev 
Helms 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 

 
Dorothy 
Pushman 

 
Dale 
LeBeau 

 
Jan 
Scherbarth 

 
Barb 
Pushman 

 
Mary 
Tollefson 

 
6/25 

 
Rob Montie 

 
Rob 
Montie 

        

 
6/29 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
 
 

 
Terri 
Silsbe 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Fred & Deb 
Harmon 

  
Sean 
Morse 

 
Peter 
Montie 

 
Mary 
Ziesmer 

 
Albert 
LeBlanc, Jr. 

 
Jennifer 
Rosati 

 

Bread Baker for JUNE is FRAN GERHARDY 

  
 



Notes from the Side 
By Albert Le Blanc Jr., Seminarian 
 
 
Last month, I wrote about the important role that women 
play in our lives.  This month, we turn our focus on our 
male role models.  On June 15th, we celebrate Father’s 
Day and recognize the men who have guided us along 
our earthly journey.   
 
My father was (and still is) the traditional stoic father; 
firm but caring.  My dad always seemed larger than life 
to me; a man of great stature until I surpassed him in 
height but even then the level of reverence never waned.    
 
Looking back, I’m sure that I and my older brother and 
sister were at times a handful.  I know with my two 
children that I often just stare at them and wonder where 
they came from!?!  Being a parent and a father can be 
an interesting and trying experience; a real trial and yet a 
real blessing. 
 
I think of the great men in my life such as my father and I 
realize that he taught me so much.  From my father, I 
learned to be not just a man but also a gentleman.  I 
have read that the best thing a man can do to serve as a 
role model to their children is to love and be kind to their 
mother.  This month, my parents will be celebrating 40 
years of marriage.  A wonderful milestone!  I grew up 
seeing my father tending to my mother; caring for my 
mother; loving my mother.  Sure, they would argue; 
however, there was always resolution and reconciliation.  
I grew up in a home where the walls were painted with 
love and laughter.  I saw how a marriage is to be revered 
and honored.  From my parents, I learned the difference 
between marriage and holy matrimony.   
 
My father is committed to family.  We always sat and 
enjoyed dinner together as “a family”.  We were 
instructed to not have our friends call or come to the 
door during the “dinner hour” because that was time set 
aside for the family.  Even now when my family is 
enjoying dinner and the phone rings I catch myself 
thinking, “Who’s calling during the dinner hour?”…I have 
to chuckle thinking about it. 
 
Fathers have a great role to play in the lives of children.  
We, along with their mothers, have the responsibility to 
teach them and prepare them for life including their 
eternal life.  This is a divine responsibility given to 
parents; one that should not be taken lightly.  Fathers 
give all kinds of instruction to their children about such 
things as school, work, dating, driving and/or caring for a 
car but we also need to give them instruction regarding 
the Lord.   
 
Faithful instruction is important; however, we have to be 
careful how we deliver it.  All criticism and no praise is 
not good.  In Ephesians 6:4, Paul said, “Fathers, do not 
exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord”.  In other words, 
don’t keep on scolding and nagging your children, 
making them angry and resentful.  We need to keep in 
mind what kind of role model we want to be for our 
children. Paul says to the Corinthians in I Corinthians 
11:1, "Follow my example, as I follow the example of 
Christ."  Now, take note that Paul didn’t say, "Do 
everything I do." He said, do everything I do which is 
Christ-like or follow the example of Christ. Paul wasn’t 
perfect and neither are we.  
 
Brothers and sisters, there are some things that I have 
done in my life that I do not want my children to do. I am 
sorry for the times when I have given them a bad 
example. But I have also done some good things and 
some Christ-like things which I hope they will copy from 
my life. The most important thing is my love for their 
mother, my love for family, my love for people, and my 
love for Christ. 
 
Let us give thanks to God for all fathers who have been 
godly illustrations to us; godly examples for us to follow.  
And let us be resolved that we continue to work towards 
being godly examples for our children to follow.  Be 
blessed! 
__________________________________________ 
 
 

“Prayer changes things” 
This is an area made for you to “tear out” Keep it near to 

you, even in your devotional book, or Bible, or wallet. 
These are the people from our church and their friends 
and acquaintances that are experiencing a crisis in their 

lives and need our prayers. 
 
Jean Geiser, Morris & Barb Byrd, Don Jacobs, Don & 
Terri Silsbe. Julie Rettke, Dave Taylor, Fran 
Gerhardy, Terry & Jean Koons. Bonnie Schippling, 
Marilyn Andrews, June & Jeff Thomas, Al Varga, 
Loramae Welch, Colin Harvey, Sr., Shirley Balger, 
Mary Ann & Charles Buchau, Barb Albert, Adele 
Devlin, Norman Porath,  Delores Singstock, Jennifer 
Stroehmann, John & Nancy Demyon, Jerry Gnadt, 
Bev Brewer, Laraine Hustler, Ron Davis, Mike 
Ziesmer, Lainey Miller, Ruth Tonks, Gail Garner, 
Norman & Dolores Kaminski, Elnora Ebendick, Rosa 
Fox, Wilma Looker, John Balger, Blessed Hope and 
Peace Lutheran Church. 
 
Mrs. Surmara, Tony, Brenda, Deb, Mike, Stephanie and 
Larry. 
 
Please pray for the family of Bobby Ziesmer (cousin of 
Mike Ziesmer) who entered into eternal rest on May 27th. 

Members are in Bold 
Telephone Prayer Chain Contact: 

Mary Jacobs, 734-283-7792 
E-prayer chain: Todd Pushman at tpushman@yahoo.
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From Don’s Desk 
 

 
This will be a short note this month, as I am on a short break from packing boxes.  In case you haven’t heard, 
we’ve sold our house.  The movers will come on May 27th, to take our things to North Carolina.  We’ll stay with 
Don and Dorothy Pushman for the month of June.  Our last Sunday worship at Peace will be June 29th.  We 
will certainly miss all of you, but we feel that God is asking us to go there, to care for my parents.  I’ll give you a 
long final message next month.  Here’s my short message for June. 
 
There are a lot of reasons why May is one of my favorite months.  This is the month when everything really 

springs to life in Michigan.  There are the trees and flowers, of course, but I’m thinking mainly of the birds.  This is when 
the birds’ colors are most brilliant—especially the Cardinals and Goldfinches.  This is also the month when the 
adolescent birds first take flight.  One thing I notice every year about these adolescent birds is their eating 
behavior.  When they are alone, they will peck around like an adult.  But when one of their parents shows up, 
they scrunch down, and open their beaks as if to say “feed me, feed me”.  I always laugh at this behavior.  
They’ve had their time in the nest, and they should be out on their own.  They should be doing what birds should 
be doing, and not asking their parents to feed them.   
 

Sometimes, in our church life, we can be like these adolescent birds!  Our main focus on being fed, and not on 
being “out there”, doing what us birds should be doing.  Being fed is certainly important.  We all come to church 
for spiritual nourishment.  But this should be a secondary function.  Jesus didn’t talk too much about being fed.  

But he talked a great deal about love, forgiveness, sharing, and doing things for others.  Let’s not be like those 
selfish young birds. Let’s get together, and do the Lord’s work! 

 
Vacation Bible School – Coming in August!! 
 
This year’s theme is -- “Power Lab” – discovering Jesus’ miraculous power.  Dates:  August 10-14th, 6-8:30 PM  
Looking for volunteers to help.  Watch for more information in the bulletin announcements and July newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Herald of Peace 
Peace Lutheran Church 
12250 Fort Street 
Southgate, MI 48195 
 
 
 
 

                      
 
 


