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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Aloha from Hawaii!

We are all creatures of habit. Each of us has
grown up with different traditions, some of which we
cherish dearly and some of which we may wish would
fall by the wayside. Some of these are family
traditions and some are church traditions.

| grew up attending the Lutheran Church of
Honolulu, a church that was established in 1900 by
German immigrants in the business sector. My aunt
whose 90" birthday we celebrated July 28™
remembers the first location of the church on
Beretania Street. She remembers having to leave the
house on Saturday so that her father, my grandfather
could pace the floors undisturbed while memorizing
his sermon.

My aunt also remembers the church moving
from Beretania Street to Punahou Street — its present
location. She has seen it through several renovations
the biggest of which moved the altar from the chancel
end to one side with pews rearranged around it in a
semi-circle. She has seen changes in how
communion is served. She has also seen people
come and go as they have all struggled with the
various changes. When | was a youth my “built in
twin” brother could serve as an acolyte but | could not
because | was a girl. However, long before | was
born, in the 1920’s or 30’s the church council included
its first woman and my grandfather referred to
members of the church as “sons and daughters” not
just “sons.”

| remember when | came back for the 100"
anniversary and attended an evening vesper service
which was what | would call a very “high church”
service partly because it included incense at certain
points in the service. What was most interesting and
refreshing was to watch the thurifer (incense bearer),
a high school youth as he proceeded down the aisles
barefoot, which would probably have been unheard of
in the early history of the congregation and certainly
unheard of in most Midwestern congregations today.
This may be something that horrifies some of you.

When | worshiped last Sunday, my aunt had
forewarned me that the new pastor removes his

sandals to serve communion. In fact, he removed
them to preach. She shared with me that this is the
practice at Kawaiaha'o Congregational Church — the
oldest Hawaiian congregation in the state. The
pastors or Kahuna Pule take their shoes off in the
altar or chancel area. But, the service last Sunday
was highly liturgical with a cantor, choir and sung
responsive psalm.

| share all of this to point out that how
congregations worship may not look exactly the
same, that those of us who have grown up in the
church have become attached to many different
traditions and we have experienced changes in
tradition. | cannot begin to imagine the changes that
my aunt and others who have lived 90 years have
experienced. Yet the church continues to gather as
the body of Christ around Word and Sacrament to
praise God, to be nourished by God’s grace, and to
be sent out to proclaim that grace to others.

Last month | wrote about accessibility, weekly
communion, and continuous communion. | am
proposing that we begin serving weekly communion in
the fall. | would also like to propose that we alternate
between a form of continuous communion at the altar
rail, which you already do, and continuous
communion served from the main floor which as you
read this, you may have experienced twice. We would
like to give you an opportunity to talk about
continuous communion at a Town Hall meeting or
Parlor Talk. Please watch for more information.

Such changes will impact those dedicated
servants who make up the altar guild. Others will have
to step forward to help ease the burden. Please
prayerfully consider serving on the altar guild. This
might be an opportunity for your whole family to work
together helping the altar guild get ready for Sunday
worship.

Remember, it is the unity we have in Jesus
Christ that brings us together in the first place. “There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all
and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:4-5)

Pr. Hormann



VBS -- Aug. 6" - 9", 6:30-8:30pm

Details on flyer!!

Think Advent!

The Advent by Candlelight tea has been a lovely
event for the ladies, and we would like to schedule it
for this year, in the beginning week of Advent. In order
to do this event, we need a larger committee so that
all involved can enjoy the event. We need a
committee of 9, each member fulfilling one of the
tasks below. Can you help?

* Chair event planning meeting, budgeting, receipts
and payments

* Parlor publicity, newsletter, bulletin, and possibly
local paper coverage

* Create Program book, and name tags - existing PC
files are available

* Enlist Entertainment - ideas are available

* Program/meditation planning, get Mistress of
ceremonies

* Love Gift collection and promotion

* Table, chair rentals, hire and direct furniture moving
and set up, tear down team

* Serving area shopping and set-up - coffee, tea and
punch, creamers, sugars and sugarless dessert

* Hostess recruitment & communication, Guest/table
assignment

Please contact Dorothy Pushman at 734-285-6716 or
dmpushman@comcast.net if you are able to do one
of these tasks so that we can continue this lovely
tradition.

Get Ready, Set...

Be ready for a call from a Stewardship Board
member. No, we're not asking for money this time.
We're asking about you and your family so we can
introduce you and your family to the whole church.
Be thinking about important facts you don't mind
sharing with your church family. Facts like hobbies,
organizations you belong to, accomplishments,
volunteer/community service, interests, and anything
else important to you.

The Stewardship Board will acquaint the congregation
with you in the near future. So please, when you get
that call give us a few minutes of your time so we can
become a closer church family.

Learning/Growing Opportunities:

o Kelly Fryer's No Experience Necessary
Unit 1 -- 9:00am runs until August 12".

e Lectionary based Bible Stud%/, Monday
evenings at 7 resumes on August 6"
Let us learn and grow together to see just how this
congregation will put Christ's peace to work in the
world. Pr.. Hormann

Annual Planning Meeting/Retreat

On August 10" and 11", the leaders of Peace
Lutheran Church will meet for a combination retreat
and planning session. The group will consist of the
Church Council, the Board of Elders, and the Interim
Process Task Force. They'll gather at St. Thomas
Lutheran Church on Grosse lle on Friday night and all
day Saturday.

August Birthdays

8/2 Sam Demgen, Lauren Balogh
8/3 James Stroehmann
8/4 Jeffrey Roberts
8/5 Janet LeBeau
8/10 Ginny DeFeyter, Jason Stai
8/11 Debra Harmon, Kim Bogusz
8/12 Vera Wilson, Virginia Elkins, Walter Morey
8/14 Edna Barck, Mary Rowledge
8/15 Delores Singstock
8/16 Mariann Jeffery
8/17 Jacob Evans, Kevin Bogusz, Michael Neifert
8/18 Eric Morey
8/20 Sandra Aldridge, John Cade
8/21 Shane Evans
8/22 Zachary Sotock
8/24 Autumn Setser
8/25 Collin Morse, Hannah Kaminski
8/26 Joanna Gerberding
8/27 Margaret Plona
8/28 Dean Menzel
8/29 Shirley Balger, Marilyn Andrews,
Stanley Elkins, John Bogusz, Jake Schlembach
8/31 Nicholas Cade

Thank You

Peace wishes to thank St. Thomas Lutheran Church
on Grosse Isle, Pastor Aller, and Office Manager,
Carol, for their generosity allowing Peace leaders

to hold their planning "retreat" there on August 10th
and 11th.

Our church officers are reminded that only the toll
bridge will be open on these dates, and that round trip
toll is $3.00 per vehicle. The church is on the island,
at the corner of Meridian and Church roads.

A Look Ahead
September 5 Town Hall Meeting
September 9 Voters’ Assembly

September 16 Bishop Schreiber comes

to Peace



Town Hall Meeting

We’'ll have a Town Hall Meeting on Wednesday,
September 5" at 7:00 p.m. As usual, we'll meet in the
worship space, where we can enjoy the air
conditioning, and use the audiovisual equipment.

This meeting is mainly for you. If you have questions,
comments, a bone to pick, or want to start a small riot,
this is the meeting for you! If you think everything is
perfect, then there’s no need to attend. On second
thought, all those complainers might just change
everything around, so you’d better come, too!
Possible topics of discussion could be: worship
format, hymn selection, moving the altar, continuous
communion (you know, the new way), communion
every Sunday vs. the old way, the church is too
hot/cold, the coffee is too strong/weak, etc. Do you
get the idea? Just plan on coming, and making your
voice heard.

Voters’ Assembly

Our next Voters’ Assembly is scheduled for
September 9". It will be held immediately following
the late service.

The Bishop is Coming!

Bishop Schrieber will be coming to Peace on
September 16". He will be presiding over our
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Afterward, we’ll
have a potluck luncheon and an open forum in which
we can ask him questions. Please plan to attend, to
see and hear this very interesting church leader.

Update on the Silsbes

In spite of our best efforts to relocate to North
Carolina, the poor housing market has made that
difficult. Recently, a nice job opportunity presented
itself, which | accepted. This job will require me to
remain in Michigan at least through the end of the
year. In the meantime, we’ll continue to try and sell
our home, but will remain Michigan residents for now.
We will attempt to care for my mom and dad long-
distance, provided the low airfares keep coming. |
ask that you please continue to pray for my mother’s
health as well as my father’s strength—he is her sole
caregiver at this point. —Don Silsbe

Thrivent Matching Funds- Care in

Community

Please see Dawn Bernard for any questions or to
obtain an application to submit to the Chapter Board
for fundraising events that you wish to obtain Thrivent
matching funds.

From Don’s Desk

Over the years, I've learned that how someone
worships God is a very personal thing. There is no
one correct way to do this. It is a very individualistic
experience. What “works” for one may not work for
another.

It goes without saying that | enjoy the Lutheran liturgy.
| was not born into the Lutheran faith like most; |
chose to become Lutheran partly because of the
formal style of worship that we use. I'm sure you
know how much | love the LBW Setting 2 worship
form. Did you know how much | enjoy the Order of
Matins in the old blue book? Sometimes | scoot down
to Historic Trinity, just to praise God with that old
chestnut. | “get something out of” these worship
services because they fit my worship style.

You may not know that I've worshipped God in a
barn, on a rock in the river, and in a tent. Sometimes
it was done with a formal liturgy, and sometimes it
was a Pentecostal-style service (yes, with people
passing out in the aisles). | have even sung in a
Southern Baptist choir. | can honestly say that in
every case, God was glorified, regardless of worship
style. What made the difference for all those folks is
that they were worshiping in a style that fit them.

What | have learned in the past couple of years is that
most young people get very little out of our worship
service. When you see my “kids” in church, it is more
out of family duty than anything else. Our lovely old
traditional service simply just doesn’t push the right
button for them. If we want to bring our Lord to
younger people, we must give them something that
works for them.

Some have said that we are not here to entertain, but
to praise God. Aren’t these the same people who are
asking to sing old familiar hymns. Couldn’t that also
be considered a form of entertainment? | say that
neither is entertainment. Both situations provide the
Spirit with fertile soil in which to do the Lord’s work.

As we explore ways to share the Good News in our
community, let us keep an open mind to alternative
forms of worship. Let’s find that fertile soil, and bring
our Lord to others.

Don Silshbe

Special Anniversaries

8/12 ROBERT & CYNTHIA MILLER 5 years
8/26 JERRY & CATHERINE RUSSELL 35 years
8/29 ROBERT & DAWN BERNARD 20 years
8/29 TODD & BARBRA PUSHMAN 15 years



Reflection (pon silsbe)
One of the benefits of using new liturgy is that new
words and music sometimes gives us a new look at
our faith. This happened to me a couple of weeks
ago, and I'd like to share the experience with you.
We were reading the offertory prayer together, from
With One Voice, Setting 5. It goes like this:
“Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of
all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we
offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for
the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”
The words that I've highlighted in bold really hit me.
Please reread them, if you will. | ask you to join me in
reflecting on the true and powerful meaning of those
words. | pray that we can all live up to our promise!
Amen!

Attention All Kids — Adults Too!

A new book is on the table in the library section
entitled, "What Really Happened to the Dinosaurs?"
You won't want to miss authors John Morris and Ken
Ham's explanation of this long-time mystery. Their
reasoning puts to rest all other speculations because
it is based on the fact that God created all things -
including dinosaurs!! Borrow this fascinating book
soon.

N
Attention All You Singers!!

September is almost here! | have all kinds of great
new ideas and really cool pieces planned for this
coming season, so if you sing or know somebody who
does sing, keep your calendars open because you're
in for a treat!

Summer Office Hours

Pr. Hormann will keep regular summer office hours
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10-12
and by appointment. Her e-mail address is:
pastorhormann@peacesouthgate.org.

There will be a volunteer in the church office on
Mondays (Jerry Gnadt) from 10-12, Tuesdays (Ruth
Schmidt) from 10-12, and Thursdays (Jan LeBeau)
from 9-11. Kris will be in the office Wednesday &
Thursdays from 10-2. She can also be reached at
home at (734) 671-8726 or by cell phone (734) 775-
7886.

I’d Rather Be Reading Group

Our “I'd Rather Be Reading” group met in July on a
warm and windy evening in Deanna Demgen’s
backyard to discuss Tony Hillerman's novel, The
Fallen Man. We enjoyed wonderful refreshments as
well as lovely surroundings. Book selections were
made for the next three meetings: September —
Handling Sin by M. Moore, November — Middlesex
by J. Eugenides, and January --The Christmas Train
by D. Baldacci. Time and place will be determined
and announced later. Recommended reading for
anyone, by Pastor Hormann and several friends, is
The Poisonwood Bible by B. Kingsolver. Anyone
who likes to read and talk is welcome to join us.
Questions or comments may be directed to Karen
McNeil at 734-362-8223.

This is an area made for you to “cut out” Keep it near
to you, even in your devotional book,
or Bible, or wallet.

These are the people from our church and their
friends and acquaintances that are having crises in
their lives and need our prayers.

“Prayer changes things”

Jim Rose, Morris Byrd, Bev Brewer, Bob Gnadt,
Dave & Ruth Taylor. Mike Ziesmer, Robert Vallade,
Albert LeBlanc, Jr., Loramae Welch, Jo Marie Morey,
Jennifer Stroehmann, Deanna Demgen, Lainey
Miller, Betty Townsend, Ruth Tonks, Shirley Balger,
Gail Andrews, Mary Ann Buchau, Barb Byrd, Julie
Rettke, Norman Kaminski, Dolores Kaminski, Terry
Koons, Betty Rehbein, Rob Montie, John Demyon,
Elnora Ebendick, Rosa Fox, Jeff Thomas, Al Varga,
Wilma Looker, John Balger, Blessed Hope and
Peace Lutheran Church.

Richard Wright, Holly Rose, Vic, Becky, Jeff Meyers,
Lawrence, Vic DeGrazia, and Priscilla.

Members are in Bold

Telephone Prayer Chain Contact:
Mary Jacobs, 734-283-7792
E-prayer chain: Todd Pushman at
tpushman@yahoo.com




Peace Lutheran Church August 2007
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Those Who Serve...

Date Worship | Elder Acolytes | Trustee | Ushers | Sound Altar Readers | Organist
Leader Tech Guild
August 5 Celebrant: Nancy Robert G. Elsner, John Cade Nancy Jan Jennifer
Pr. Phyllis Yakowich Bernard B. Elsner, Harvey Scherbarth Rosati
VBS Kick-off Hormann M. Ziesmer,
Potluck Assisting M. Catalano,
Dinner/Square | Minister: B. Gnadt,
Dance Don Silsbe R. Wilson,
N. Knaggs
August 12 Worship Rob Montie Dale LeBeau | G. Elsner, Sean Morse Jan Gwen Jennifer
Leader: B. Elsner, Scherbarth Montie Rosati
Pr. Phyllis M. Ziesmer,
Hormann M. Catalano,
B. Gnadt ,
R. Wilson,
N. Knaggs
August 19 Celebrant: Janet Bob Snell G. Elsner, Dorothy Mary Terri Silsbe Jennifer
Pr. Phyllis LeBeau B. Elsner, Pushman Ziesmer Rosati
Hormann M. Ziesmer, (Individual
Assisting M. Catalano, Cup)
Minister/ B. Gnadt,
Preacher R. Wilson,
Albert N. Knaggs
LeBlanc, Jr.
August 26 Worship Barb Peter Montie | G. Elsner, Sean Morse Lise Corby Janet Jennifer
Leader: Pushman B. Elsner, LeBeau Rosati
Albert M. Ziesmer,
LeBlanc, Jr. M. Catalano,
Preacher: B. Gnadt,
Pr. Phyllis R. Wilson,
Hormann N. Knaggs

Bread Baker for August is Barb Fredricks




Notes from the Side...

Take the Time to Pray — Sermon Extension
from Sunday, July 22" - Luke 10:38-10:42

Brothers and sisters, | write this article to you as some after thoughts on our Gospel reading from Sunday, July 22",
During my sermon, | stated that we need to take time to pause and place ourselves at the feet of Christ; to listen to
the Lord and see how we are to carry out His will in our lives. This has caused me to think deeper about taking time
out of our day for prayer.

There are all kinds of prayer. There is a prayer to fit each particular situation or condition. There is public prayer,
private prayer or individual prayer, corporate prayer, long prayers, short prayers, standing prayers, sitting down
prayers, “while you walk” prayers, prayers of petitions, prayers of intercession, and prayers of repentance. Well, 'm
sure you get my drift. There isn’t a special recipe for prayers; you just need to take the time to do it and engage in
the prayer with your heart and soul.

During the sermon, we reflected on how we may get caught up in our “to do” lists. Don’t get me wrong; having a list
of goals is a good thing. | have a list of goals for my life; some are long term, some are short term. | haven’t done
the Dale Carnegie thing of writing them down so that | see them as a constant reminder but they are in the back of
my head: 1) Be the best husband and daddy that | can be, 2) Finish my seminary education, 3) Develop a stronger
prayer life, 4) And of course, find a job after my seminary education (my prayer is that | can find a church that will
take me on as an associate pastor or a pastor).

These are just a few things | keep as my goals. We all have lists of things we would like to do in the next year, in the
next week and even in the next day. And, as | stated earlier, there certainly is nothing wrong with that. But often a
goal that we miss is developing a deeper prayer life. Now, | know that we all take a certain amount of time out of our
day for God. For some, it is an enriching hour every day. But for most of us, including me, sometimes the busyness
of daily demands begins to crowd out my time with God. When we allow the busyness of our lives to crowd in, our
prayers (if we find the time to say them) can become what are referred to as vending machine prayers. We quickly
put in our coins and punch in the numbers for what we want: A2-Forgiveness or D3-A Good Day.

Here are some interesting statistics that | came across that | would like to share with you. The average person lives
77 years, 28,105 days, or 672,000 hours. The average person spends 40 minutes on the telephone/day or
approximately 2 years in a lifetime; watches 3 hours of TV/day or a little over 9 years in a lifetime; spends one
hour/day in the bathroom for a total of approximately 3 years in the bathroom (sorry for the visual on that one). The
average Christian spends less than 10 minutes a day in prayer with God, their truest friend; that’s less than 6 hours
a month; 3 days a year; less than 7 months in a lifetime! This isn’t meant to guilt us into praying. Prayer isn’t forced
or coerced. This is meant to pose the question of what has happened in the lives of Christians that we don’t sense a
deep need for prayer in our lives.

In the 22™ chapter of Luke, Jesus went out to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. He asked them to
pray as He walked just a short distance from them where, He too, entered into prayer. When Jesus rose from
prayer and went back to the disciples, He found them asleep. We need to ask ourselves if we desire to become
more like Christ, who prays desperately for the Father’s will to be done in His own life, or are we more like Jesus’
disciples, asleep?

Wherever you may be on your journey this week as you read this article; be it prayerful or prayer less, you may
desire a fresh touch from Him in your life. Take the time to enter into prayer. All He asks from us is this: “Be still,
and know that | am God.” The most powerful yet powerless force on the earth is prayer. It is the most powerful
when it is utilized and the most powerless when it is neglected.

Peace be with you, my brothers and sisters, as you enjoy this glorious month!

Albert Le Blanc, Jr. - Seminarian



Vacation Bible School

"

MNGII ?; howdy!
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Summer Vacation Bible School, where Peace Lutheran Church furns
into “Avalanche Rench”, Fun for kids, fun for the whole familyll
Kicks off with a *hang” on Sunday evening, August 3 ot 00, Join |

us for a pofluck dinner, drama, and square dancing....... and ‘3‘;
continue with us at 6:30 p.m. Mon Aug 6 thru our closing program on (& i)
Thursday August 5.

JOIN US FOR AWILD RIDE THROUGH GOD'S WORD

Each night Mon thru Thursday will feature:
Wild Bible Adventures
Horseplay Games
Spotlight Drama Sing and Play Stampede
Chuckwagon Chow . . . and
Cowpoke Crafts
Everyone is encouraged to dress in Western clothes.
Wah-hoo is the theme call for the program.
Sign up for the potluck is on a poster board on a table in the parlor.

Chicken will be provided.



Readers
If you would like to be a reader at Sunday worship, please let the church office or Pr. Hormann know. We are in the
process of updating our Reader’s List and want to include all who would like to minister in this way. Thank you!

Stop and Greet Your Neighbor
The 1% Sunday of the month we’re asking everyone to wear a nametag. When the service is finished, stop and
greet 3 to 5 people you haven’t met before. Over a cup of coffee, get to know them a little. Continue to greet each
other in the following weeks. Be surprised at how much you have in common.

Kay Davies
Want our newsletter via e-mail?
To have this happen send your e-mail address to peacelutheran@ameritech.net. If you want to receive e-mail
at more than one address that is fine too - also members of you family can each receive their own e-mailed
copy. All other members, non-computer users, will of course, receive newsletters by mail if they haven’t been
in church that Sunday to pick up their copy.

Just Reading the Bible

We meet at 8:45 on Sunday mornings in the Resource Room (next to Pr. Hormann’s office). NOTE TIME
CHANGE FOR SUMMER. Join us anytime.

Bottle and Can Returns

We have been able to collect a total of $970.80 from your generous donation of bottles and cans. Since you're
coming to church anyway, why not just bring the bottles and cans along and drop them in any of the three boxes
provided. Thank you to all who have participated in this project. If this sounds like something that you would like to
help with, please contact Ruth Schmidt at 734-282-4534 or in church.

%e%r%f%%ace
Peace Lutheran Church
12250 Fort Street
Southgate, Michigan 48195
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