
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
I have enjoyed the summer very much so far, and would 
love it to continue long past August. But, it seems that 
when August arrives, we are suddenly nearly out of time 
to gear up for the fall. Planning is a never-ending and 
difficult process. What makes it difficult besides the 
fleeting nature of time, is the attention one needs to give 
to current concerns and themes whether internal or 
external.  
 My attention and the attention of the Interim 
Task Force lately, has been on dreams and more 
specifically, God’s dream for Peace Lutheran Church. 
Guided by exercises in a book entitled Living Lutheran 
we have wrestled with this question: “If God had God’s 
way with our congregation for five years, what do you 
see in our future?” and this statement: “God’s purpose 
for our congregation is_________” The wrestling always 
begins with listening to scripture as well as the 
information gathered from you and from the community 
by the ITF. How would you answer the above question? 
How would you complete the above statement? What 
passages from scripture inform your responses? 
 Do you remember the story from the book of 
Genesis, of Jacob who dreamed of a ladder that reached 
from earth to heaven? Angels of God were climbing up 
and down the ladder. The Lord stood next to Jacob and 
said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to 
you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like 
the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 
west and to the east and to the north and to the south; 
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you 
and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I 
have promised you.”  

Now there’s a dream! – Jacob will be given land 
and his offspring will spread everywhere. Not only that 
but all families will be blessed in them. The Lord will be 
with and keep Jacob wherever he goes.  

Later, as Jacob traveled to meet Esau in the 
hope of appeasing him because he had stolen his 
birthright, he spent one night wrestling with a man who 
turned out to have been God. Jacob was struck on the 
hip socket and his hip put out of joint by God. As dawn 
broke, this divine being asked to be released. But, Jacob 
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” Right 
then and there Jacob was blessed and given a new 
name, the name of “Israel,” because he had wrestled 
with God and humans and prevailed. The place where 
this happened Jacob called “Peniel” because he had 
seen God face to face and yet his life was preserved. 
But from then on he walked with a limp forever marked  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

by his encounter with God. He went on to be welcomed 
by his brother Esau and their relationship was restored. 

I hear in the first story, God’s dream for all 
people – that they will be blessed. I also hear God’s 
promise to be present wherever we go. I hear in the 
second story, that when we encounter God, we are both 
challenged and changed forever. God has and does 
bless us. God certainly makes a difference in my life. 
Does God make a difference in your life? If God dreams 
of blessing all families and has so generously blessed 
us, how might we in turn, bless others and so be a part 
of God’s mission and dream? As we think about moving 
into the Fall let us take on that challenge, wrestle with it, 
and see where God leads us. 
May God give us all strength for the struggle!  
                                           Pastor Hormann 
 

 
 

A Summer Learning Opportunity 
The 7-session adult learning opportunity offered 

on Wednesday evenings at 7PM that began in July will 
continue for three more weeks in August. It is a video 
series entitled “How Lutherans Interpret the Bible.” Dr. 
Mark Allen Powell, a Lutheran Pastor and Bible 
professor at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, makes the 
presentations. It is designed so that one can enter the 
conversation at any point along the way. Opening the 
Book of Faith will also be used. It is the first of several 
resources being developed as part of the ELCA 5-year 
initiative to help the “whole church become more fluent 
in the first language of faith, the language of Scripture, in 
order that we might live into our calling as a people 
renewed, enlivened, empowered, and sent by the Word.” 
(Opening the Book of Faith p. vii) 
Tentative Schedule: 
   August 6 Determining Right from Wrong 
   August 13 The Many Meanings of the Bible 
   August 20 Devotional Bible Reading 
 Watch for changes in Sunday’s bulletin. 
Depending on interest this series will be repeated in the 
fall.  
 
Looking Ahead Highlights: 
 
Watch for information in bulletins and September 
newsletter re: 1) Learning and Growing in Faith 
opportunities for all ages and 2) a special City of 
Southgate 50th Anniversary Service of Prayer and Praise 
scheduled for the afternoon of September 28th. 
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Prayer changes things 
These are the people from our church and their friends 
and acquaintances that are experiencing a crisis in their 
lives and need our prayers. 

Colin Harvey, Sr., Sylvia Hall, Emily Heyde, Virginia 
Elkins, Kaye Davies, Adele Devlin, Julie Catalano, 
Frances Sieloff, Jean Geiser, Don Jacobs, Julie 
Rettke, Dave Taylor, Terry & Jean Koons. Bonnie 
Schippling, Marilyn Andrews, June & Jeff Thomas, 
Al Varga, Loramae Welch, Shirley Balger, Mary Ann 
& Charles Buchau, Barb Albert, Norman Porath, 
Delores Singstock, Jennifer Stroehmann, John & 
Nancy Demyon, Bev Brewer, Laraine Hustler, Ron 
Davis, Mike Ziesmer, Lainey Miller, Ruth Tonks, Gail 
Garner, Norman & Dolores Kaminski, Elnora 
Ebendick, Rosa Fox, Wilma Looker, John Balger, 
Blessed Hope and Peace Lutheran Church. 
 
Tony Bonsall, Mike & Stephanie Schuler, Larry Switzer, 
Lynn Cone, Cindy, Kathy, Gary & Shannon, Jim 
Siegwald, Peter Simon, Walter Martin, and Marianne 
Houck. 

Members are in Bold 
 

Telephone Prayer Chain Contact: 
Mary Jacobs, 734-283-7792 

E-prayer chain: Todd Pushman at tpushman@yahoo.com 
People will be put in the prayers for three weeks.  Please contact 

the church office to update for those who can thankfully be 
removed or 

 are in need of ongoing prayer. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Cake Anyone??     
Please join us for a piece of cake following the morning 
service on August 3rd.  If you would like to donate a 
cake for our first of the month birthday celebration for 
August or any other upcoming month, please see Gwen 
Montie or Kaye Davies. 
 
 

  Special Anniversaries 
8/17 LONNIE & B ARBARA FREDRICKS    40 years 
 

 

Roof Update                    
We still owe $2,773.00 on the loan we secured to finish 
the new roof.  Please consider making a donation to help 
retire this debt.  Thank you to all who have contributed to 
or given memorials for this project. 
 

Board of Christian Outreach 
 
March to the Manger 
On July 27, 2008 we marched to the manger with our 
gifts and cash donations.  As is the character of this 
congregation you were very generous.  The Board is in 
the process of taking inventory of your gifts and 
shopping for items as a result of your cash donations. 
We have totals for you as soon as our work is complete 
and the items distributed to The Guidance Center in 
Southgate.  Thanks you for your willingness to help with 
the work of our Lord. 

 
Helping Hands 
Our next outreach effort will be our “Helping Hands” tree.  
The tree will be available for decorating with your gifts 
from September 29th thru October 26, 2008.  We will be 
collecting, hands, headbands, scarves, mittens and 
gloves.  Your gifts can be any size from infant to adult 
and any color you like.  They can be purchased, 
handmade or in the form of cash donations and we will 
shop for you.   
 
Statement on Involvement 
 
We as Christians often become discouraged when our 
spiritual lives suffer because of sin or failure.  We can 
think of ourselves as worthless nobodies and not worthy 
workers for God.  If we were to use only our power and 
intelligence this would be most certainly true.  I have 
been reading a book on the ordinary qualities of the 12 
disciples and how God transformed them into great 
instruments of His power in this world.  John MacArthur, 
the author of the book that I am reading, states that, 
“God chooses the humble, the lowly, the meek, and the 
weak so that there’s never any question about the 
source of power when their lives change the world”. 
When people have said to me after a children’s sermon, 
“how did you come up with that”, I say, and truly believe, 
that I just open my mouth and God does the rest.  There 
is no power in the Christians of this world without Christ 
and certainly no power in my humble words without the 
power of Christ.  
To everyone at Peace who feels that they are not worthy 
or important enough to carry the cross of Christ into the 
neighborhood or the world just look at the 12 Disciples.  
If God chose to further the salvation of the world with just 
12 very ordinary men, then we too can be powerful 
messengers with that same power of God behind us. 
I say to all of my fellow members of Peace Lutheran 
Church, get involved with the work of the Lord here at 
Peace and let the power flow! 
 
                                    Rob Montie, Chairperson of 
                                                Board of Elders 
 



Music Notes 
 
FaithFest XII!  August 1-3, 2008!!!  Some highlights 
each day are listed below: 
Friday- John Adkins, Chris Budding, and Peace's own 
Bonnie feat. The Penitent Men; Saturday- The Cherry 
Hill Brothers and SHOUT (a capella quartets), Paul 
McKenzie plays with Providence and as a solo artist, 
Elvis, Tim Murphy Band (the gentleman who wrote the 
sending song of the outside service we did in June), 
Rhonda Hanson from Nashville, and Heaven Sown; 
Sunday- DCCC Praise, Not Our Own, Dulcimer Evente, 
Mark Reitenga, Sounds of Imani, Jazzpel Messengers, 
Kindred Nation, and stay for the close with Bonnie and 
the "Praise Jam."  It's been a blessing for 12 years now; 
let's keep it growing! 
 
August 10th we will kick off VBS by having our Jr. Choir 
and Teen Group lead the service in song, and we will 
close out that week by celebrating nature at another 
outdoor service!  Please come out and support our 
young musicians and get back in touch with nature! 
 
I don't want to be the summer spoiler by announcing that 
September is almost here, but it is.  That's my favorite 
month of the year for many reasons, but one of the best 
is that it means we will have the choirs in session!  We 
will be adding a few more opportunities to sing this year, 
and I'm really excited to see who might come.  I am 
opening up a new choir for the younger kids from 
preschool to 2nd grade; the Jr. Choir will go from 3rd 
grade to 8th grade; the Teen group will be ages 13-19; 
the Sr. Choir will be high school aged and older.  This 
year, I am also changing the format of the Sr. Choir.  We 
have so many lovely ladies in the choir that I thought it 
would be neat to have an all women's choir, so the Sr. 
Choir and Women's Choir will practice every other week 
starting in the fall.  For those of you who don't feel you 
can make a commitment, we will also have the Pick-Up 
Choir on the first Sunday of every other month, starting 
in September.  I'm really looking forward to this choral 
season, and I think it will be an exciting year as our 
music program keeps growing.  Don't forget- when we sit 
out in the congregation, we hear all of your singing 
voices (and like them), so don't be shy about joining the 
choirs!  If there are reasons you can't make rehearsals 
but would like to sing in the choir, let me know; we'll see 
what we can do. 
 
Lastly, I'd like to take this time to thank the organists, 
Jennifer and Mary; they've been doing a great job all 
year round and I don't think they ever get the credit they 
deserve.  Also, thanks to Pr. Hormann and Albert 
LeBlanc for planning services, and Kris Jaskula and all 
the office staff for consistently doing a superb job on the 
bulletins each week.  Thanks goes out to the ushers, 
readers, greeters, trustees, sound managers, slide 
managers, acolytes, cleaners, gardeners, the alter guild, 
and banner changers because there is a lot more to a 
worship service than the music.  Thanks to everybody 
who just comes to worship, too; you are typically the 
ones who bring a smile to our faces to just see you 

here.  It's been more than a blessing to be able to serve 
here at Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, and I am so 
thankful to be working with you all in the fall!  Now go out 
and enjoy your last month of summer! 
                                     ~Bonnie Schippling 
 

 
 

 

   Come Have A Blast! 

 
We’ve got the solution to  

send your kids to Power Lab, where they’ll 
discover Jesus’ miraculous power! 

 
New friends 

Amazing Crafts 
Mind-blowing Bible adventures 

Hyperspeed games 
Incredible music 

When: August 10-14th,  
6-8:30pm 

Looking for volunteers to help.   
For more info, call:  Kim Bogusz,  

734-283-8827 



Hot off Todd's computer........ 
Moments of Pure Joy! 

  
I had a real eye opening experience several years ago 
as Barb and I were driving through the intersection of 
Monroe and Outer Drive in Dearborn.  As we passed the 
intersection, there was a 20-something man trying to 
push his broken down car out of the intersection by 
himself.  This was certainly a situation where someone 
was in need. 
  
I quickly pulled my car ahead a couple hundred feet, got 
out of my car and ran back to help him.  We both 
pushed.  After a few seconds the car was moving 
enough to where the man could jump in and steer to the 
side and after another moment or two, stop his car safely 
on the side of the road.  After, we exchanged quick 
pleasantries and went our separate ways. 
  
When I got back in my car, I realized my muscles were 
revolting a bit, after pushing a 3000lb object.  And my 
heart was racing as if I just ran a marathon.  I should 
have felt exhausted, but I didn't.  I felt exhilarated.  I felt 
relieved.  And most peculiar, I felt joy.  Not just, a little 
happy, but an almost pure, perfect joy.  Joy in helping 
someone who was facing a tough situation and suddenly 
being an unexpected angel swooping in to help.  I don't 
even remember if the guy thanked me, but it didn't 
matter.  It was the right thing to do.  If anything, I should 
have thanked him for allowing me to experience that joy. 
  
I put my own concerns aside that night, such as pulling a 
muscle, or getting hit by another car, or leaving my wife 
alone in the car while I ran out to help a perfect 
stranger.  The joy I felt wasn't something I learned.  It 
wasn't something I sought.  Rather, it was something 
Godly.  It was something about just doing 'the right 
thing'.  I put my own concerns aside, and helped 
someone who needed help.  This was good.  This was 
right. 
  
Spinning that, what joy's have we experienced in our 
congregation.  For me, one would be VBS.  What a 
joyous thing it is to see my 2 girls, along with a nice 
sized group of other kids, all singing a song about 
praising Jesus at the top of their lungs.  And when 
they're done, they begged to sing another.  It was tons of 
work getting to put on VBS, partially for me, but mostly 
for others.  But watching the kids connect with 
Jesus.......That was Joy. 
  
Or how about a year and a half ago, the first day we 
were without a Pastor, and unexpectedly without an 
organist.  The congregation was in wonderful attendance 
and we a very loud and joyous a capella.  We served 
each other in providing the music.  We didn't let small 
burdens or personal concerns get the best of us.  We 
came together and made a joyful noise.  That too was 
joy. 

  
Then I also looked at a very recent moment, when we 
decided to try continuous communion via the floor.  
While we were discussing the change, it wasn't pretty.  
Not many people were excited about the change.  Many 
are still somewhat lukewarm to the idea, to an extent, 
myself included.  But any concerns I had were quickly 
extinguished when I saw a well loved, seasoned, 
handicap member of our congregation suddenly able to 
share communion with the rest of us.  Simply walking 
down the aisle and returning is much easier than 
navigating the steps.  Watching this member take 
communion was again pure and unexpected joy.  The 
controversy and discussions around the communion 
change no longer mattered to me.  This was the right 
thing to do. 
  
So what does all this stuff mean?  Well looking back on 
it, the moments of joy came when I/we were focused on 
helping others and not our own purpose.  When we 
focused only on our own purpose, we were often locked 
in differing opinions, labor, turmoil and controversy.  But 
when we focused on helping others, the personal 
controversy melted quickly away and suddenly turned to 
joy.  The controversy suddenly didn't really matter 
anymore. 
 
And, when we were working for others, guess what.  We 
were also serving the Lord.  We were performing the 
Lord's work.  Even though the journey may have been 
tough, performing the Lord's work brings a natural, pure, 
Godly, perfect joy. 
  
If I could summarize in a nut shell my journey though the 
interim task force, it is that realization.  Performing the 
Lord's work brings joy.  And I know that all of my fellow 
ITF members and Church Days members would agree.  
Our goal is not to serve ourselves.  Rather it is to serve 
God.  And serving God will bring Joy.   
  
As a congregation, we need to find that joy in service.  
And that service and joy will keep this congregation 
flourishing for many, many years to come. 
  
Are you ready to serve and find that Godly joy? 
  
                                         Todd Pushman 
                                         Chairman 
  

  Coming in the Fall –    
Another Senior Outing!!   
 
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, September 16th, 12 
noon for another great senior outing!  Don’t forget – a 
senior is any person who wants to attend a particular 
event!  We will tour the Model T Birthplace – The Ford 
Piquette Ave. Plant.  We need at least 10 people for the 
tour.  A sign-up sheet can be found in the Parlor. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2
Pr. Hormann’s 
Office Hours are 
Mondays -
Thursdays, 10-12 
and 
by appt 
 
 

Kris can be 
reached at   
734-671-8726 
(home) or 734-
775-7886 (cell). 
Kris is in the 
office 
Wednesdays 
from 10-1pm 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 

         FAITH
 

 
 
 
 
FEST 

 
 

                          3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 
August Birthday 
Celebration 
 
 
10:30:  COMMUNION 
 
FAITHFEST 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
 
  
 
 
7:00:  
Interim Task 
Force 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-1pm 
 
 
7:00pm: 
Adult Study--
“Determining 
Right from 
Wrong” 

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 
6:30: 
Finance 
Mtg. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Leadership
   6-9 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Retreat  
9am-3pm 

 

                        10  11 12 13 14 15 16
 
 
 
 
10:30: COMMUNION 
 

VBS  6-8:30    

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
 
 
 
 
 
   VBS  6-8:30 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
 
 
 
 

 
  VBS  6-8:30 

Office Hours: 
 10am-1pm 
7:00pm: 
Adult Study- 
“The Many 
Meanings of the 
Bible” 
 

  VBS  6-8:30 

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 

             
VBS  6-8:30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

                        17                18                19 20 21 22 23
Outdoor Service 

 
 
10:30: COMMUNION 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
 
7:00:  
Interim Task 
Force 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 

Office Hours: 
 10am-1pm 
 
7:00pm: 
Adult Study- 
“Devotional 
Bible Reading”

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 

 
 

 
 

   24 25                26 27 28                29                  30
 
10:30: COMMUNION 
 
__________________ 
                                31 
 
10:30: COMMUNION 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
 
 
7:00:  Elder 
meeting at 
Barb 
Pushman’s 

Office Hours: 
 10am-2pm 
Thrivent – 
Mudhens 
Game  
Gates opens at 
5:30pm  
Picnic: 6:00pm 
Game: 7:00pm 
 

Office Hours: 
 10am-1pm 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
 9am-11am 
 
10:00: 
   Bible Study 
 

  

Pr. Hormann:  pastorhormann@peacesouthgate.org                            Peace Website:  www.peacesouthgate 

              



 
Those Who Serve… 

 
 
 
Date Worship 

Leader 
Elder Acolytes Greeters Ushers Sound 

Tech 
Trustee Altar 

Guild 
Reader(s) Organist

 
8/3 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
 
 

 
Rob 
Montie 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Fred & 
Debra 
Harmon 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 
 
 

 
 
Jan 
LeBeau 

 
 
Robert 
Bernard 

 
 
Lise Corby 

 
 
Diane 
Wright 

 
 
Jennifer 
Rosati 

 
8/10 
 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
Assisting: 
Albert 
LeBlanc, Jr. 

 
Jan 
LeBeau 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Colin & 
Nancy 
Harvey 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 
 
 

 
 
John 
Cade 
 
 

 
 
Dale 
LeBeau 

 
 
Nancy 
Harvey 

 
 
Jennifer 
Stroehmann 

 
 
Jennifer 
Rosati 

 
8/17 
 
 
 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
Assisting: 
Albert 
LeBlanc, Jr. 
 

 
Barb 
Pushman 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Jan 
Scherbarth 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 
 
 

 
Dorothy 
Pushman 

 
Peter 
Montie 

 
Lucille 
Hrivnak 

 
Ruth 
Schmidt 

 
Musicians 

 
8/24 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
Assisting & 
Preaching: 
Albert 
LeBlanc, Jr. 
 
 

 
Nancy 
Yakowich 

 
No 
acolytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Mike & Bev  
Helms 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 

 
Sean 
Morse 

 
Robert 
Bernard 

 
Mary 
Ziesmer 

 
Al McNeil 

 
Mary 
Tollefson 

 
8/31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrant: 
Pr. Phyllis 
Hormann 
 
 

 
Rob 
Montie 

 
No 
acoloytes 
for the 
summer 

 
Bill 
Racklyeft 

 
G. Elsner,  
B. Elsner,  
M. 
Ziesmer, 
M. 
Catalano, 
R. Wilson, 
N. Knaggs 

 
Jerry 
Gnadt 

 
Dale 
LeBeau 

 
Lise Corby 

 
Gwen 
Montie 

 
Jennifer 
Rosati 

 

 

Bread Baker for AUGUST is BARB FREDRICKS 

 



Notes from the Side 
By Albert Le Blanc Jr., Seminarian 
 
This month, one of our Gospel readings will be the story 
of Jesus walking on water during the storm who is then 
joined by Peter (Matt. 14: 22 – 33).  When I think about 
Peter walking on water with Jesus, I usually think what 
could have happened if Peter did not take his eyes off of 
Jesus. As long as Peter kept his eyes on Jesus, he was 
able to walk on water. But when he began to put his 
focus on the big waves that the storm was making while 
he was walking on water, he became afraid. Because he 
became afraid, Peter began to sink into the water 
instead of walking on it. When Peter began to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Immediately, Jesus stretched 
forth his hand and pulled Peter out of the water and said, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  
 
As long as Peter had faith and kept his eyes on Jesus, 
he was able to walk on water.  Instead, Peter allowed 
fear and doubt to distract him from his focus…Jesus.  
Thankfully, Jesus was right there to save Peter from 
sinking and drowning in Sea of Galilee. There is a lesson 
to be learned right there: no matter how deep you may 
have sunk into your problems, Jesus is able to rescue 
you out of your problems and all you have to do is call 
out like Peter, “Lord, save me!” The Lord will save you 
because there is no problem too hard for God to handle.  
 
Yes, Peter could have done a whole lot more while 
walking on water with Jesus if he would have kept his 
eyes on Him. Yet there is one good thing that we can 
say about Peter…he got out of the boat. Even though he 
may have failed while walking on water with Jesus 
because of his fears and doubts, Peter does deserve 
some credit for the fact that he DID get out of the boat.  
The question I have is, “Why didn’t the other eleven 
disciples get out of the boat?”  I think that the others 
were afraid, had doubts, and felt “safe” in the boat.    
 
The retelling of this story hits me at a time in my life 
when I think that I’m sinking in the water just like Peter; 
when I feel that the bottom is falling out of my life.  As I 
shared with all of you at the last Voters’ Meeting, it is 
apparent that I don’t fit the ELCA ministry model; 
therefore, I will not be pursuing the candidacy process to 
become an ELCA pastor.  This has created a huge dark 
cloud (a storm cloud, if you will) in my life.  I still hear 
Jesus calling me to “come” yet I have allowed fears and 
doubts to cloud my focus.  Regardless of the hurdles 
that have been placed before me, I have decided to not 
be like the eleven and remain in the boat.  I have 
decided to step out of the boat; to trust in Jesus and see 
where I will go from here.  With the prayers and support 
from my family, my friends, and from all of you, I will do 
my best to go where Jesus wants me to go and do what 
He wants me to do.  I know that if I keep my focus solely 
on Jesus and not on earthly matters, I will be blessed.   
 
 
I can’t help but wonder if the people of Peace are like the 
eleven who remained in the boat.  How many of us feel 

safe within our boats and don’t want to take a leap of 
faith and get out?  I think the “boats” in our lives are our 
comfort zones.  Anytime that the Lord commands us to 
step out in faith to do His work but we allow fear or doubt 
to take control of us because we don’t want to leave our 
comfort zones, we are in a “boat” that we don’t want to 
leave.   
 
Your boat may be your house, your car, your job, your 
money, your position at work, your relationship, your 
friends, or even your family.  Surprisingly, I feel that 
other boats can even be our church traditions, practices, 
or other man-made rules which we classify as “religion”.  
Our boats can be anything that makes us feel 
comfortable. Anytime we refuse to step out in faith to do 
a great work for the Lord because we don’t want to get 
out of our boats because of the comfort zone it 
represents, we will miss out on the blessings that the 
Lord has for us.  
 
Sisters and brothers, I believe that the Lord is standing 
in the water out in the stormy world today calling to the 
people of Peace to step out; to “come” and do His work.  
I realize that there are some fears and perhaps there are 
some doubts.  But we need to learn from this Gospel 
lesson that no matter how adverse the situation may be, 
Jesus will be there with us to help us out. The situation 
may be dark and we can’t see our way out yet, but don’t 
fear, for Jesus will be right there to guide us through.  
 
Will you, the people of Peace, make the decision to stay 
in the boat; to cling to your boat? Or will you, the people 
of Peace, step out in faith keeping your focus on Jesus?  
 
Be blessed… 
 
ITF Updates 

We continue to bring home all of our findings to date.  
We recently joined with the group who attended Church 
Days who bring many new and wonderful view points to 
the discussion.  We are into our 2nd meeting in striving 
toward our mission and vision and are making wonderful 
progress.  It's amazing how all the pieces of information 
are falling into place.  This process has been eye 
opening. 
Through the many different elements, it's becoming 
crystal clear that the things that matter are to us and are 
our highest priority are Faith and Community, Youth and 
Leadership.  There are, of course, many, many elements 
to each of these items, which we'll spell out in detail.  But 
more important than any of these items is to focus on 
what matters to God and how to serve him, not 
ourselves.   
Please stay tuned for bulletin updates. signs in the long 
hallway, the Leadership Retreat, Town Hall meeting and 
Voters’ Assembly.  We will be reporting all of our findings 
to date and be offering some questions to you about our 
mission and vision.  We still have a bit of work to do, but 
we still anticipate being ready to move into the call 
process this fall.



August Birthdays    
 
8/2 Sam Demgen, Lauren Balogh 
8/3 James Stroehmann 
8/4 Jeffrey Roberts, Bonnie Schippling 
8/5 Janet LeBeau 
8/10 Ginny DeFeyter, Jason Stai 
8/11 Deb Harmon, Kim Bogusz 
8/12 Vera Wilson, Virginia Elkins, Walter Morey 
8/14 Edna Barck, Mary Rowledge 
8/15 Delores Singstock 
8/16 Mariann Jeffery 
 

 
 
8/17 Kevin Bogusz, Jacob Evans, Michael Neifert 
8/18 Eric Morey 
8/20 Sandra Aldridge, John Cade 
8/21 Shane Evans 
8/24 Autumn Setser 
8/25 Collin Morse, Hannah Kaminski 
8/26 Joanna Gerberding 
8/27 Margaret Plona 
8/29 Shirley Balger, Marilyn Andrews, Stanley Elkins, 
 John Bogusz, Jake Schlembach 
8/31 Nicholas Cade 

       Thrivent Members….     

…we would like to “take you out to the ballgame!”  -- Tuesday, August 26th, Toledo Mudhens vs Richmond 
Braves.  You can enter the stadium at 5:30pm.  A “ballpark” variety of food will be served at 6:00pm  Game 
starts at 7:00pm.  Tickets:  $5 per person, $20 per family, including dinner.  Call Dan Dickhudt at 734-284-1838 
or dan.dickhudt@thrivent.com to purchase tickets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Herald of Peace 
Peace Lutheran Church 
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